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Gemstones Come To Life In Acclaimed Author’s 

Dazzling First Adult Novel 

TUCSON, AZ (July 14, 2005) – In the port city of Arcato, there are rumors – rumors of gems appearing mysteriously in the most unlikely places. In Ellen Steiber’s recently released debut novel, A Rumor of Gems (TOR Books), we quickly learn that the rumors are true, and that these are no ordinary gems. Their powerful effects on the city’s inhabitants become apparent as spells are cast, gods arrive on barges, storms rage, passions are unearthed, and lives are changed forever.

Steiber, award-winning author of thirty-five children’s and teen series fantasy books, as well as numerous short stories and poems, has turned her lifelong fascination with gemstones and mythology into a tale that spans genres from literary fantasy to spiritual adventure. Written with elegance and grace, A Rumor of Gems brims with all the elements of good fiction: unforgettable characters, sex, secrets, romance, mystery and magic. And woven throughout the book is a striking tapestry of traditional gem lore from ancient Egypt and Pliny’s Rome to Vedic and Tibetan scriptures, Chinese court records, fairy tales and myths.  Steiber has created a world in which gemstones come to life and affect the destinies of key characters whose lives become intertwined:

• Lucinda de Francesca, a beautiful and tough heroine who hides her damaged heart behind a cloak of cynicism;

• Alasdair, a mysterious stranger to the city who knows how to invoke the power of the stones;

• Sebastian, a charming antiques dealer who will stop at nothing to seduce the reluctant Lucinda;

• Michael, an 11-year-old boy who is driven to murder by gods and stones; and

• Tyrone, couturier and Lucinda’s best friend, who pays a heavy price for angering the gods.

On Carnival Night in Arcato, a new power is wrought by a gathering of gods and storms. It moves through the city, leaving chaos and destruction in its wake. By morning, Tyrone will lie close to death, darkness will shadow Alasdair’s steps, and Lucinda will be called upon to make a perilous, life-changing journey to the Source Place of the stones.

Praise for A Rumor of Gems
"The magic held me in its grip from the very first page. What a mysterious, sexy, and startling world Steiber has created. This book passed my ultimate test – I didn't want it to end!"

-R.L. Stine
 
 "Gods, shapeshifting tricksters and mortal lovers form the intersecting facets of Ellen Steiber's A Rumor of Gems in a contemporary setting at once strange and familiar.  Fans of urban fantasy – and gem lovers everywhere – will enjoy it!"   
-Jacqueline Carey

 "Steiber's prose is as multi-faceted, dazzling, and flawless as any gem."    
-Holly Black
 
"City and mountains, shapeshifters and fashion designers, the god of Love and the god of Thieves, intrigue and supernatural danger, A RUMOR OF GEMS has them all – plus characters you really want to spend time with.  A sophisticated and sensual treat."

-Delia Sherman

"A compelling and original novel full of subtle and sometimes erotic magic. Alasdair and Lucinda are the real gems here, and the city of Arcato itself places Ellen Steiber in the company of authors such as M. John Harrison, whose richly imagined cities prove endlessly intriguing."  
-Gregory Frost, author of FITCHER'S BRIDES

 "Steiber's knowledge of gemstone lore makes for a rich and unusual fantasy background. I hope to see more of the city of Arcato!"
-Emma Bull
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Ellen Steiber is the author of thirty-five children’s and teen series books, most of them drawing on myth and the supernatural. In addition, her poems and short stories have been published in adult fantasy anthologies such as Adult Fairy Tale series, among others. She has twice won the Golden Kite Award for her fiction, and her short story “The Shape of Things” appeared in the 2000 edition of The Year’s Best Fantasy and Horror.   She has also edited a wide array of books, ranging from R.L. Stine’s Nightmare Room series to the illustrated novel, The Katurran Odyssey by Terryl Whitlatch and David Michael Wieger.  She has taught at a number of writers’ conferences, including Wrangling with Writing, The Big Sur Children’s Books Conference, and the Omega Institute Faery Conference. She lives in Tucson, Arizona, where she is currently working on a sequel to A Rumor of Gems.

For more information, please visit the author’s website at www.ellensteiber.com.

